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Mauritania*!, tlie black Celtic, and as many more;
besides every variety of agate and jasper, which
private zeal or public munificence could trans-
port from the quarries of Asia Minor, the Greek
islands, and every subject land between Persia
and Spain. Few great churches have been raised
with such rapidity as St. Sophia's. Under the
care of Anthemius, the architect, and his ten
thousand labourers, encouraged by the famili-
arity of the Emperor., who is said to have
inspected at stated intervals their advancing
work, clothed in a linen tunic, the cathedral
was completed in less than six years from its
foundation.

Near to St. Sophia's, between it and the
Hippodrome, stands one of the loftiest and
richest of the mosques, that which beans the
name of the Sultan Achrnet Lifting on high
its haughty dome, the curve of which is far
more elevated than that of its neighbour, it
differs from the church of Justinian as an elm
differs from a spreading oak. Beneath the
central cupola are clustered several smaller